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SUMMER 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 
Monday thru Thursday 

8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
For July and August! 

 
Church office is closed on Friday. 

 

 
Dear Church Family and Friends ~ 
They are still around.  
I am talking about those bright pink flamingo 
lawn ornaments. One of my neighbors has 
several of them in her flower garden. On my 
daily walk, I cannot help but notice them!  
While I have never been a big fan of these pink 
lawn ornaments, I do respect the real ones as 
creatures created by God. I know very little 
about this species, but I do know that 
flamingoes are very social birds. When they are 
gathered as a flock or stand, each of their 
movements has a purpose and are 
synchronized to their eating habits and 
mating. Truly, they are graceful and beautiful 
to watch. (The real ones; not the ones in my 
neighbor’s garden!) 
I mention my observation and limited 
knowledge of flamingoes for a reason. As we 
move into the second half of summer, it is time 
for us as a church to gear up once again, for a 
new church season. I appreciate all the service 
that is done here, as we endeavor to share the 
gospel with others in the community and 
beyond. As a reminder, while we prepare for 
this upcoming season, we should move 
forward, working together as one in the body 
of Christ, in a grace-filled and beautiful way. 
We need to be synchronized when it comes to 
serving alongside one another as Christians, 
much like the example of our Pepto-Bismol 

colored flamingo friends. 
The work is challenging. The work is 
complicated. The work is messy. Yet we know, 
that when we are synchronized in our stand for 
Christ… 

- That love in all circumstances showcases 

the grace of God.  

- That when we stand up for the 
oppressed, we declare the mercy of 
Jesus.  

- That when we are a voice for those who 
have no voice, we are clothed in the 
Holy Spirit.  
 

We are on this journey together. One people in 
the body of Christ. Let’s see what we can 
accomplish this last full month of summer, 
when we join hands and hearts to prepare for a 
new church season together.  
 
Prayerful Peace, 

Debra 
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MEMBER INFORMATION 
Please consider calling or sending a card to someone who 

is celebrating a birthday or anniversary. 

 
 

 
 

Annika and Ryan Kittek, twins of Erin and 
Jeremy Kittek were baptized  

Sunday, July 15, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

HOSPITAL INFORMATION 
Please remember to let the church office 
know if you or a member of your family is 
admitted to the hospital. The hospitals no 

longer notify the church when a member is 
admitted. 

 

ESTATE PLANNING 
Please consider St. Thomas in your estate plans. 

If you do, let us know. We are not concerned 
with the amount of the gift but would like to be 
able to thank you properly and make sure your 

wishes are honored. For more information, 
contact the church office. 

 

3rd  Matthew Ford & Jeffrey Jaindl 
11th  Dorothy Langenbach 
12th  Mary Lou Anderson 
18th  Kenneth Hay & Mesha Lyons 
19th  Dean Rohrbach 
20th  Roger Porter 
21st   Lucille Urban 
22nd  Jarrod Bond, Jr. 
27th  David Peters 
29th  Jessica Wagner 
 

 
 

1st  Barbara & Rich Hoyle 
11th  Ulvia & Michael Shay 
16th  Karen & Adam Shook 
17th  Gail & Joseph Malocheski 
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AUGUST WORSHIP FOCUS 
 

AUGUST 5 – Sacrament of Communion 
Scripture: John 6: 24-35 
Message: “Out of Nowhere in the 

Middle of Nowhere” 
Children’s Message: “Looking for a 

Sign” 
 
AUGUST 12  

Scripture: John 6: 35, 41-51 
Message: “Sharing in the Life of 

Jesus” 
Children’s Message: “Heavenly 

Bread” 
 
AUGUST 19 

Scripture: John 6: 51-58 
Message: “Bread and More” 
Children’s Message: “Writing 

Letters” 
 
AUGUST 26 

Scripture: John 6: 56-69 
Message: “They Knew Where to 

Look – Do We?” 
Children’s Message: “Baseball and 

the Armor of God” 

 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 

AUGUST 5 
GREETER .............................. Volunteer Needed 
USHERS ....... Larry Hillegass, Jean Stauffenberg, 

Gail & Joe Malocheski 
WORSHIP LEADER ........................ Pastor Debra 
FLOWER SPONSOR .......... Ulvia & Michael Shay 
COUNTING TEAM .. Matt Erdman, Elaine Taylor 

 
AUGUST 12 

GREETER .............................. Volunteer Needed 
USHERS ........................ Dave Hay, Elaine Taylor 

2 Volunteers Needed 
WORSHIP LEADER ........................ Pastor Debra 
FLOWER SPONSOR .................. Sponsor Needed 
COUNTING TEAM ......... Dave Hay, Dana Reaser 

 
AUGUST 19 

GREETER .............................. Volunteer Needed 
USHERS ............................... Volunteers Needed 
WORSHIP LEADER ........................ Pastor Debra 
FLOWER SPONSOR ......... Gail & Joe Malocheski 
COUNTING TEAM ......... Brenda & Kenny Miller, 

Karen Shook 
 

AUGUST 26 
GREETER .............................. Volunteer Needed  
USHERS ........................ Brenda & Kenny Miller, 

Karen & Dave Peters  
WORSHIP LEADER ........................ Pastor Debra 
FLOWER SPONSOR ............... Jean Stauffenberg 
COUNTING TEAM ............. Karen & Keith Jaindl, 

Larry Hillegass 
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MUSIC MINISTRY               
CHOIR REHEARSALS 
Sundays @ 9:30 am 

 

 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2018-2019 
     If you have a child entering 7th grade or above who is interested in 

Confirmation Class, please contact Pastor Debra. Classes will begin in 
September. The traditional time for the class to be confirmed is 
Pentecost Sunday, which is June 9, 2019. 

 

 
 

PRAYER CHAIN & PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you would like to be a contact person on the prayer chain, please speak with Pastor 
Debra, Diane Wilt or email the church office. If you know someone who is in need of 
prayer, contact one of the persons listed. 

 
Pastor Debra, 610-739-4926  Diane Wilt, 610-691-3841  Laurene Blair, 610-691-3652  
Donna Hoffman, 610-868-5509  Kenny Miller, 610-868-7182  Karen Peters, 610-866-0583 

Prayer List Since Our Last Newsletter: 
Homebound/Care Facility Bound: Walter Frey, Annabel Huth, Mae Michael, 

Patricia Musgnung, Charles Reichard 

 
 

PRAYER BOX 
We have started an intentional way to pray for our St. Thomas Family.  

Prayer was important to Jesus and it is important to us. Our Prayer Box is located on a table 
near the card rack. Please remember to select a name of one of our church members to 

pray for this week.

 

USHER DUTIES 
As a reminder for those who volunteer as ushers:  

Please select one of the ushers each Sunday to keep an eye on the light board in the 
sanctuary at the beginning of worship to let any late arrivals in. Thank you. 
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry at St. Thomas meets the 
fifth Sunday of the month following worship. They will 
be meeting Sunday, July 29 and Sunday, September 30, 
2018, following worship. The group welcomes anyone 
who has an interest in knitting or crocheting, a novice 
or a veteran knitter/crocheter.  
If you or someone you know could benefit from a 
prayer shawl, please contact Pastor Debra or the 
church office. 

 

 

 
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 

John 15:12 
…To all those who serve on & help with the various teams. 
…To all those who serve as ushers, greeters and acolytes. 

 
 

             
 

 

CARD RACK DONATIONS 
We do accept donations of unused greeting cards for our card rack. 

At this time we do not need blank cards. If you’d like to donate cards for the card rack please 
place them in the shoe box on the credenza in the hall by the side entrance. Thank you. 

 

DEADLINE INFO 
The “Good Newsletter” is a collection of 
material submitted to the church office and 
is published by the church. Please also refer 
to the weekly worship bulletins to keep 
updated on what is happening at St. 
Thomas. Please submit information for the 
September newsletter by August 15th. 

 
CARD RACK 

We have all occasion cards for sale 
on our card rack. 

Cost: 50¢ each 
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MISSION PROJECT 
This summer, we are collecting school supplies for Spring 
Garden School. The following is a list of items needed: 

plain color 2-pocket folders 1-subject notebooks 
1-inch 3-ring binders  small packs of tissues 
#2 pencils    yellow highlighters 
lunchboxes    backpacks 
glue sticks    colored pencils 
Lysol wipes 

Deadline for our back to school collection is September 9th. 
 

 

 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
St. Thomas will not be having vacation bible school this summer. 
We are moving the Sunday School rooms from downstairs to the room across from the 
Leibinger Library. Work needs to be done to this room to make it ready for the fall. Please 
watch the bulletin for times to paint and move furniture and volunteer to help with this 
important project. Thank you. 
 
The Start of Sunday School is Right Around the Corner! – Watch for a postcard in the mail! 
Sunday School is available to youth age 3 through sixth grade. We are also looking for 
Sunday School Teachers. Teaching is done on a sign-up – rotating schedule. Please contact 
Amy Rohrbach (abrohrbach@gmail.com) if you are interested in teaching. 
 

 
 

GOVERNING BOARD NOMINATIONS 
It is time again to ask the congregation to please submit the names of 
members of St. Thomas you feel God might be calling to serve. Our 
current governing board has eight elders and deacons serving. The terms 
of six of these members ends in December 2018. Final elections will be 

held at the Annual Meeting on November 11. 
Our Governing Board works diligently and prayerfully to oversee the ministries and finances 
of the church. Please prayerfully consider the request or if you are considering this call, 
please contact Governing Board President Dave Hay. 

 

mailto:abrohrbach@gmail.com
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Sunday, August 5, 2018 
10 a.m. worship service 

 
 
 

 

CONTINUING MINISTRY 2018 
Resource Persons 
We print this information so that members and friends 
of St. Thomas will know who to contact with 
questions, concerns, and ideas pertaining to the 
ministry of St. Thomas.   
The following persons serve as resource and 
contact persons: 

Pastor 
Rev. Debra K Hess 

 Office: 610-868-9167 
 Cell: 610-739-4926 
Church Office 

Karen Jaindl – 610-868-9167 
Governing Board 

President: David Hay 
Vice President: Bob Wilt 
Treasurer: Matt Erdman 
Recording Secretary: Karen Jaindl 
Financial Secretary: Karen Peters 
Members: David Anthony, Jason Dutt, David Hay, 
Kyle Hess, Karen Jaindl, Kenny Miller, Karen 
Shook, Bob Wilt 

Elders you may also contact 
Laurene Blair, Matt Erdman, Shirley Hein, Donna 
Hoffman, Gloria Hurley, Keith Jaindl, Brenda 
Miller, Nancy Musgnung, Karen Senft, Michael 
Shay, Elaine Taylor, Diane Wilt 

Music Director 
J. Christopher Malocheski – 610-868-9167 or 
570-709-9474 

Prayer Resource Person 
Diane Wilt – 610-691-3841 

Christian Education 
Amy Rohrbach 

Email Address  
St. Thomas UCC ~  

 stthomasunited.churchofchrist@rcn.com 
Web Sites 

St. Thomas ~ stthomasuccbeth.com 
Penn Northeast Conference of the U.C.C. ~ 
www.pnec.org  
United Church of Christ, Cleveland, Ohio ~ 
www.ucc.org 

Pastoral Care 
Please call the staff through the church office, 610-
868-9167, or contact Pastor Debra, 610-739-4926, 
if you or family members are in need of Pastoral 
Care. 

 

http://www.ucc.org/
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LOOKING AHEAD… 
 

ELDER MEETING 
Sunday, August 5, following worship the elders will meet to review and update the St. 

Thomas UCC by-laws. Refreshments will be served. 
 

 
 

PEACH FESTIVAL & BASKET RAFFLE 
Saturday, August 18 - 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

Use the sign-up sheets to volunteer your time,  

to donate items to help defray the cost  

and/or to donate a basket for the raffle 

Rain Date: August 19, 12-4-p.m. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

PEACH FESTIVAL WORK SCHEDULE (so far) 
August 2 – 9 am – Make Peach Chili & Hamburger BBQ 
August 7 – 6:30 pm – Clean Pavilion 
August 14 – 7 pm – Peel Peaches 
August 15 – 9 am – Make Peach Crisps 
August 16 – 9 am – Make Peach Pies 
August 18 – 9 am – Set – Up for the festival 

Any amount of time you are able to offer to help out is greatly appreciated. 

 
Hope to see everyone at the Peach Festival! 

 
 

PEACH FESTIVAL PEACH CRUMB PIE SALE 
Saturday, August 18, 2018 ~ 12 – 4 p.m. 

To Order:  Place your order on the message board next to the church 
office, or call the church office at 610-868-9167 

Cost:  $9.00 each pre-ordered, $10 at the festival 
Please place your order by Wednesday, August 8!! Thank you. 
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SPECIAL OFFERING 
During worship on August 5 and 12 we will have a special offering for a monetary 
contribution to the band performing at the peach festival. Heather Dutt and her band will 
be performing again this year. 
 

 
 

 

HELP PLEASE! 
Our Mission 

To welcome all people into a growing spiritual family 
dedicated to helping and serving others, inspired by the 

love of God and Jesus Christ working in our lives. 
 

 

We need your input in helping us review our current Mission Statement (above) and to 
write a Vision Statement (which we never had) for St. Thomas. We will hold a creative 
workshop following worship on Sunday, August 12th. Plan on staying at least 90 minutes. 
There will be coffee and snacks, too, to help fuel our minds! 

If you are uncertain you want to be a part of this work, the following information may help 
you decide.  

A Mission Statement is a sentence or short paragraph which is written by a church which 
reflects its core purpose, identity, values and principle aims. It captures the values and 
summarizes its purpose, reason for being – who we are and what we do.  
Mission Statements focus on TODAY – the way things ARE and what is being done NOW! 

A Vision Statement is a sentence or short paragraph (2-4 sentences) providing a broad, 
aspirational image of the future. It is an image of the future we seek to create. 
Vision Statements focus on TOMORROW – the way a church hopes things WILL BE and 
what will be happening in the FUTURE.  

Contact Pastor Debra if you have questions. 
Please use the posted sign-up sheet if you plan to attend.  Thank you. 

 

 
 

REMEMBER WHEN YOU SHOP ONLINE 
Help raise money instantly for St. Thomas UCC. Simply visit the St. Thomas UCC website at 
www.stthomasuccbeth.com first. Then click on the sponsor logo you wish to shop. Your 
purchase will earn money instantly for St. Thomas! 

http://www.stthomasuccbeth.com/
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BEATING THE SUMMER SLUMP 
Summer is a season of contrasts. Cold drinks and hot 
afternoons. Lazy days and vacations. The list goes on... 
The same is true in many churches. While the summer months 
bring a welcome respite from the weekly events, they are also 
typically some of the most challenging months of the year - from 
a budget standpoint. 

Families load up the minivan and head to the beach. Nearly everyone is off their routine, 
off their budget, and off their schedule. These things lead to empty pews on Sunday and – 
often – empty bank accounts. 
The struggle is real. St. Thomas is already down nearly $4,000 in our giving at the start of 
summer. So, what can we do? 
While we are hoping to offer online and mobile giving options in the near future, 
unfortunately, we do not have these in place in time for the anticipated summer giving 
slump. We will let you know as these technologies develop and are up and running. 
Of course, we thank everyone for their financial generosity all year round, in order to 
support the many programs and activities at St. Thomas. In the hope of improving our 
summer slump, as a gentle reminder, please continue to give even while you may be off 
your routine and off your schedule. You may do this in the following ways: 

* Mail your offering envelope to the church before you leave for vacation. 
* Place your offering envelope in the offering plate the Sunday before you leave or the 

Sunday after you return from vacation. 
*Drop off your offering envelope at the church office before you depart for vacation. 

(8am – noon Monday through Thursday) 
As in the past, we can accomplish much here at St. Thomas with faithful giving, in order to 
do God’s work in us and through us. Let’s work together to summer proof our giving. 
 

 

SEPTEMBER SHOO FLY PIE SALE 
Tuesday, September 11, 2018 ~ 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

To Order: Place your order on the message board next to the church office 
or call the church office at 610-868-9167 

Cost: $8.00 each 
Please place your order by Wednesday, September 5! 

September Pie Baking Work Schedule 
Wednesday, August 29: 9 a.m. – Pie Shell Rolling & Crumb Making 
Tuesday, September 4: 9 a.m. – Pie Shell Rolling & Crumb Making 
Saturday, September 8: 9 a.m. – Pie Baking 
Tuesday, September 11: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. – Pie Pick-Up 
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COMING THIS FALL…… 
 

….A BREAKFAST BAR ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 
What a fun way to gather before Sunday School and worship! We are 
looking for food/beverage ideas on what to include in this menu. Nothing 
complicated! Coffee, tea, fruit……maybe some easy recipes for 

smoothies….you tell us! Contact Pastor Debra with your ideas and recipes. 
 

AND… 

 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
We all experience grief at some point in our lives. Seasonal 
reminders and holidays can be especially difficult. These times of 
year can be a very lonely time. The program, “Beyond the Broken 
Heart: A Journey Through Grief”, is a 4 week program and will be 
held at 10am Tuesdays November 6, 13, 20, 27 in the Leibinger 
Library. Please contact Pastor Debra if you are interested in 
attending. 

 
 
 

          

SEPTEMBER 

* Phoebe Ministries Offering the 
entire month. 

September 3 – Church Office 
Closed/Labor Day 

September 9 – SS Breakfast, Backpack 
Blessing 

September 11 – Congregational Care, 7 
p.m. 

September 16 – Teacher Recognition & 
Installation 

September 17 – Governing Board, 6:30 
pm 

September 27 – Pasties fundraiser 
(Crop Walk) 

September 30 – Joyful Noise Offering 

OCTOBER 

*Neighbors In Need Offering the 
entire month. 

October 7 – World Communion, 
Animal Blessing 

October 9– Congregational Care, 7 
p.m. 

October 14 – CROP Walk 
October 15 – Governing Board, 6:30 

p.m. 
October 21 – Combined UCC 

Worship @ St. Thomas, Bible 
Boy 

October 23 – Pumpkin Carving 
October 27 – Craft Fair 
October 28 – Joyful Noise Offering 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 

  

 
 

 Sight & Sound 

Trip 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

9 am – Cook 

Chili and BBQ 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
9:30 am – Choir 

Rehearsal 

10 am – Worship - 

Communion 

Following Worship – 

Elder Meeting 

  

6:30 pm – 

Clean Pavilion 

 

7 pm – BES 

Board Meeting 

   

 

Church Office 

Closed 
 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9:30 am – Choir 

Rehearsal 

10 am – Worship 

Following Worship – 

Mission & Vision 

Statement Workshop 

 

 
 

6:30 pm – Care 

Team Meeting 

& Peeling 

Peaches 

 

9 am – Bake 

Peach Crisps 

 

9 am – Bake 

Peach Pies 

 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 
 

9 am – Set-Up 

 

12 – 4 pm – 

Peach Festival 

& Basket Raffle 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9:30 am – Choir 

Rehearsal 

10 am – Worship 

Following Worship – 

Confirmation Meeting  

 

6:30 pm – 

Governing 

Board Meeting 

    

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
9:30 am – Choir 

Rehearsal  

10 am – Worship – Joyful 

Noise Offering 

 

   

9 am – Pie Shell 

Rolling 

  

 
 

  

 

St. Thomas United Church of Christ 
902 East Macada Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017 

Church Office ~ 610-868-9167 
stthomasunited.churchofchrist@rcn.com 

stthomasuccbeth.com 
Rev. Debra K Hess – Pastor 

J. Christopher Malocheski – Music Director 

 

Our Mission 
To welcome all people into a growing spiritual 
family dedicated to helping and serving others, 
inspired by the love of God and Jesus Christ 

working in our lives. 

Sunday Worship ~ 10:00 a.m. 

 

 
NOTE:  Summer Sunday Events: 

9:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal, 10 a.m. – Worship 
 Not all events/activities have been scheduled. Please check the calendars each 

month for updates! 
 

mailto:stthomasunited.churchofchrist@rcn.com

